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A POTTER of Mohenjo-Daro at his wheel. Beside hum, drying 1n the sun, stand
fully-shaped pots waiting to be baked i his brick oven. When fired, the
timshed vessels—deep red or ochre m colour, and mainly destined for household
use—will be decorated by his womenfolk with attractive patterns pawnted in black.

Special reconstruction by Alon §. Phiipott,
Frontisprece]
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So swilt has been the deve]opment of civilization
in the past half cenlury, so spec[acu]ar the manifold
successes of science, that it is very easy lo become
obsessed with our own marvellous achievements and
regard with indifference, if not actual disdain, the
1nig[1ly cultures of the ]ongfdislanl past. Yet who
dare say with absolute cerlainty that the Ancients
knew so much less of the tllings in life thal matter
than do we 7 Is 1t not often but bare truth that where
they led, we have only followed, even il we have
improvc([ ? Belore we become too sell-salisfied with
the way ne live. should we not first he sure of the
answer Lo the question " How did ey live ?”

\With picture and slorv, cach of the six books in
this series sets oul to present a {rue impression of
e\'cry(li\y life in one of the outs[zmding civilizations
ol long ago. The periods selected vary widely, for
whercas one ancient peop]c had its finest hour many
hundreds of years belore the Birth of Christ, another
reached the 1)(*111; of its power cenluries after that
landmark in recorded I\islory.

HE text has been in the scholarly hands of

M. Cyri[ G. E. Bunt who has drawn his
inspiration largc[y from the results of the most recent
archacologica] research. The pllotographic illustra-
tions, which include some of the finest known
examples of early art and architecture chosen with
the grealest care from both ]1emispheres, are suppleA
menled l)y fascinaling and authoritative reconstruc-
tions, most of them prepared express]y for the
purpose.

Here you may make the long sea voyage from 4,000-
year»olcl Sumer o the contemporary civilization of the
Inpus VaLLey people. \Vithin the orderly confines of
their capital at Mohenjo-Daro—in many ways the most
remarkable city of the ancient world—you will find
the value of town-planning fu”y realized, an efficient
drainage syslem already in operalion—and a social
code not without its echoes in modern times.

R.F.
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SKLD by somconc 1n authonty to produce
vour tdentity crd, you would—no doubt—
promptly do so (1t you had 1t with you')

Ashed how long such things had been n evistence,
vou would— with equal lnck of hesitrtion—probably
snv Tenverrs or so ™

In fact, the 1den of an mndividudl having on his
person some small object which will alwtys prove
his tdenuity bevond dispute 1s veny far from bang
new andeed the people of Indin were carmving
wdenuny cards (or something verv simular) about
with them well over 4,000 vears ago  I/err personal
seals  for that 1s what they reallhv were—apper to
have been much more attractinve than ours, as vou
wifl surclv agree when vou look at the one shown
above  But what 1s far morc signtficant, they hold
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HOW DID THEY LIVE? «—INDIA

the key to a secret which even the most learned
scholars in the wotld have so far failed to unlock.

Although we cannot so/ve this mystery, we can at
least discover what it is and meet these men and
women of a long-past civilization who bequeathed
it to us in the first place—and a remarkable race we
shall find them to be.

5 53, x4 Py <5
> Pd & s 25

During our visit to their* country, we were shown
several of the little, finely-engraved cylinders with
which the Sumerians sealed their personal docu-
ments and business contracts. Among them was a
square, flat seal, altogether different from the others,
which we were told had been imported to special
order from a far distant land about which nobody
seemed to have any but the vaguest information.
Then and there, our curiosity aroused, we made up
our mind to go and find out for ourselves, despite
many vigorous watnings against the formidable
difficulties of such a lengthy and hazardous journey.

o it is that we now find ourselves boarding a
S long, narrow ship which is about to put out from
the mouth of the River Buphrates into the Sea of
the Rising Sun on the first stage of its return voyage
to this little known land of India. We ate already on
good terms with the Master who, after showing us
how his stoutly built craft with its up-turned bows
and stern is constructed of reeds lashed togethet
with cords, conducts us to his roomy ° cabin”
amidships which he has courteously agreed to share

1 See SUMER in the “How Did They Live?” books.
4



A SEA-GOING SHIP SETS SAIL

with us. “Up on deck ™ shortly afterwards, the
great sail is run up to the single mast, bellying out
as it catches the north-west wind, and the light, trim
vessel-—somewhat to our surprise—takes the blue
waters of the Persian Gulf with ease and grace.
The crew of three—including the skipper whose
name sounds like Naram—are swarthy, dark-skinned

A et
Aoirpciiys

For many hundreds of years, trade between Persia and India was

handled through Ormuz on the Persian Gulf. In the sixteenth century

the city was taken by the Portuguese, the ruins of whose fort there
still stand,

men very unlike the Sumerians and they talk a quite
different language, guttural and yet liltingly musical.
They are, in fact, of some Indian race hailing from
the valley of the River Indus (in what is now called
the Province of Sind in Pakistan). The Master tells
us that to the best of his belief this is the only part of
India which is civilized. It ss India, indeed, and takes
its name from the Indus. It seems, therefore, that our
voyage is to be one of over a thousand miles and may
well be something of an adventure since it occupies
<
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THE RED OCHRE OF ORMUZ

many wecks and few are hardy enough to mnake 1t
The rocky, sun scorched shores of the Gulf are
kept 1n view the whole way down its length, for
the sea-gotng folk of this time sail by rule of thumb
and seldom pass out of stght of land  So hour after
hour, day after day and week after week, we skim
2long the eastern shore, putting in at small settlements
on the way for food and water ‘Then one memorable
morning we round the sharp bend 1n the Gulf where
stands the rich mainland port of Ormuz, renowned
from the earliest times, and hete take on board a
constgnment of red ochre for which the place 1s
celebrated but whose use we have yet to discovet.
Not long after leaving Ormuz we sight the only
large ship we are destined to meet  With the
westesing sun picking out the colour on her huge
sail, she makes an impressive pictute as she beats up
towards us Naram tells us that she belongs to the
Pharaoh of Egypt who trades regularly with Ormuz,
exchanging corn and other products of the Nile
valley for precious spices and fragrant perfumes
The day comes when we steer round the shoulder
of land at the mouth of the great Gulf and thence-
forward the sun nises right over our bows, showing
that our course 1s now runnung due east Through-
out the long voyage we have small opportunity of
talking with Naram or his men for they are esther
constantly busy—or asleep So we have little to do
but enjoy the beautsful days skimming over the sun-
lit, dancing waves and the even more lovely tropic
nights under velvet-darh shies prerced by myriads of
twinkling sharp pointed stars At many places along
the coastline we notice little settlements, some we

v



Built beside the river Indus, 200 miles to the north-east of Karachi the
capital of modern Pakistan, Mohenjo-Daro was favourably placed to
carry on trade by water.

Reconstruct

pass so close in that small boats come paddling out
from them to have a look at the big trading ship.
They bring us fruit and fish which they readily
barter for grain.

The first hint we receive that our journcey is ncar-
ing its end is when the deep bluc of the waves
begins to alter colour and become cloudy with
minute particles of mud and sand carricd down to
the many mouths of the mighty River Indus. Then,
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Here a trading-vessel returns from a sca-going voyage; such hazardous
trips cannot have been frequent, but business was done with far-off
countries, among them Sumer,

Afan Philpott

as dawn breaks one morning, we enter the broad
channel of the niver itself and in our progress
upstream are Joined by many little boats whose
occupants, with cries and gesticulations, seem deter-
mined to escort us on our way. To them we are
adventurers. To them our ship is a marvel, for is it
not returning from a high adventure nto the un-
known—that far off land in the west which to them
is but a legend?
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tants and scc something of their mode of life.
‘Thousands of years after our visit, when the climate
and other physical conditions have altered the face
of this land, when this remarkable city has lasgely
decayed, it will be known as Mohenjo-Daro—the
Hill of the Dead. So that we will call it, although
now, at the height of its fame, it is very much alive
and the most up-to-date town in the world.

While we wait for Naram to take us ashore, where
he has most kindly offered us the hospitality of his

11



Necklaces and bracelets were as much beloved of the ladies of Mohenjo-
Daro as of women today. Here—in gold, onyx, felspar and turquoise—
are some they actually wore.
own home, we watch entranced the busy scene on
the waterfront. As might be expected at a town
with trade upon so big a river, boat-building is in
full swing by the waterside not far away while on
the quay a small crowd looks on. Others are clearly
interested in our own ship which has been away so
long trading into unknown parts. Elsewhere men
arc busy moving merchandise in front of buildings
along the river bank which we take to be store-
houses. Beyond, the town stretches away in ordetly
blocks of red brick houses. Here and there on the
flat roofs we can see people about their daily tasks.
x ?§ T e ate all eagerness to land, and when we do

it is to find that this amazing town, in its

surrounding of cultivated fields, is laid out according

to the most modern plan. Its streets are mainly

straight, some running north to south, others cross-

ing them east to west. Obviously there must be

some sort of committee or local authority here
12



THE FIRST TOWN PLANNING

which looks after such things, for never have we
seen 2 tidier, cleaner-looking town. Mohenjo-Daro
is certainly the very first city in the world to be
planned upon such sensible lines.

caving the river side we make for the centre of
L the town, towards the principal street—the High
Strect as we may call it—a fine, broad thoroughfare
about thirty feet wide. As we slowly thread our way
between the many passers-by going about their
business there, we notice that one quarter of the
town appears to be built up upon an artificial hill
some thirty feet high. We observe, too, that both
men and women wear very scanty clothing by our
standards, although we feel from the first that they
lose nothing cither in dignity or modesty by this
custom which is dictated to some extent by the
warm, equable climate and the simplicity of their
codes of conduct. Most of the women ate content
with a brief cotton skirt, held at the waist by a girdle
of beads or some woven material; a few also wear a

Toilet accessories of the Indus Valley womenfolk included omamental
hairpins and (right) double-sided combs: the button (top centre) is
shanked in modern fashion.

13



FIOW DD THEY LIVE 7~ INDIA

kind of short cloak over the shoulders reaching to
the waist. None wears shocs,

But it these womenfoll of Mohenjo-Daro wear
few clothes, they certuinly make up for it by a wealth
of jewellerv. Thetr girdles are secured by ornamen-
tal brooches, one or more necklaces of carnclian or
other semi-precious stones adorn their necks and
many bangles of gold, silver or bronze decorate both
upper arms and wrists, We think their hair-stvles
most becoming a mass of curls worn at the back
of the head and bound with a fillet of gold, or a plait
tcd with a diminutive bow at the end. Ornamental
hairpins and combs, finger rings, nosc rings and car-
rings arc among other feminine accessories, We arce
intrigued, too, to note that the colour of their dark
cheeks is heightened by cosmetics and that they
surcly blacken their cvebrows with some sooty
substance!

77 the majority of the men have a waist-cloth and »
IL robe worn over the shoulder of the left arm and
brought down under the right so as to leave that
arm  free; as well as this, some wear a more
voluminous garment tied in with a cord at the waist.
Their hair is coiled into a bun, or a ring, on top of
the head, and they have short beards.

Slow-moving bullock-carts rumble softly by us
on the dusty surface of the High Street, heavily-
laden asses are urged along the centre of the road-
way by shouts from their hard-working drivers or
occasional prods from a short stick. Most of the life
of Mohenjo-Daro scems to be concentrated on the
main streets, the side turnings being much narrower,
some mere lanes no more than four feet wide.

14



Everywhere the
houses appear to
be mainly of two
stories and are built
of well-made baked
bricks of a rich,
warm, red colour.
But walking up the
street we find the
effect rather mon-
otonous, for we
see few windows
and the walls are
severely plain.

A bearded priest of Mohenjo-
Daro as seen by an Indus
Valley sculptor 4,000 jears
ago Tull-lipped and  with
heavy-hdded eyes, s hair is
bound with a woven fillet and
he wears an claborate, trefoif-
patterned shawl with corded
edge. The statuette 1s made
of greyish-green steatite and
is 7 ins. hugh
Even the doors are,
more often than
not, situated in the
side strects or lancs,
(Tt is true, of
course, that v.¢ are
in the Fast where
houses are fre-
suerely Luilt romns
courtyardé: <

-







NO CHAIRS—BUT A BATHROOM

itati sized
At our friend’s invitation we enter 2 googiwhich
heing room, almost squate, the xr}ud ﬂ;c: n:vans h
il woven matting. 1hC :
3 COVCdemShfﬁ ne]'}srhcd with recesses fitted with
lastered and furnsied . :
1:zoodm chelves on which siand vatlous ;;om:){
i i St O
; cotner is 4 capacious che
stofage Jafs; In one : y
wood, pleasantly otmamented with plaques oflsh;l ‘
'This, we suppose, must be used for keeping clothe
X

e

Just suchs a cumberseme, solid-wheefed bulloch gharry, or eart, 35 this
wmust have been a famMar sight on the streets of Mohenjo-Daro and
along the dusty tracks outside the city.

or other household goads. There is no attempt at
sterior decoranon—these Indus Valley folk are, it
seems, of 3 sevetely practical tutn of mind with little
imagimation. Nor are there table or chairs {and
again we realze that we are sn the Bast where rich
and poor alike squat upon the float),

From the living soom our host takes us along a
corndor and into the bachroom so that we may have
@ svach-needed wash, We cannot restrain an ex-
pression of astonishment ar finding such a con-
venience in this ancient town, although it is scarcely

13 17



HOW DID THEY LIVE? « INDIA

good manners on our part. But Naram only smiles
and explains with cvident pride that nearly every
house in the town has its own bathroom with just
such a brick floor sloping towards one corner where
there is an outlet to the pipes which carry the waste
to the drains. Before leaving us, he points out the
jars of water standing ready for our use. Cleatly the
habit of cleanliness is considered a gteat virtue by
these people and, as we are to find, apart from the
obvious hygienic desirability of such a practice,
their religion enjoins scrupulous and ceremonial
ablutions.
%ack in the living room again, Naram awaits us,
as does an appetizing and welcome meal—a rich
curry served in little earthenware dishes with a small
spoon of pottery shaped like a mussel shell with
which to ecat it. While we eat this from the floor—
quite a delightful experience—our host talks to us
of his home town, of the Citadel, the Great Bath and
the even larger public meeting house (we should call
it, perhaps, the Council House), and promises to
take us to see them. But he soon comes back to what
is obviously his pet subject—the town’s drainage
system, and what he has to say about it is so interest-
ing that we listen gladly. He tells us that the houses
neatly all have efficient drainage whereby all waste
water from the bathrooms, whether on the ground
floor or uppet story, runs away through brick or
pottery channels, which are either concealed in the
walls or outside, and then into deep sewers which
run beneath the centre of the roads. These main
drains are built of specially made, close-fitting bricks
and are regularly flushed and kept clean, for there is
18






plenty of water in the
public wells apart from
the private wells in all
the better-class houses.

Turning, with a well-
concealed effort, to
another subject, Naram
informs us that he and
his people have no king;
instead a Council or
body of elected repre-
sentatives looks after
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Mochenja-Daro was obsiously designed with great skill ana foresizht, Lald outona

systematic plan, its Yong, straight streets {above) are crossed by others running

at right angles. These again are interconnected by narrow lanes, or side streets
(left and below).
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you can sce

its complicated drainage

1S

the water-chutes from a bathroom.

and sanitary system. In the Ieft-hand wall of this street

An astonishing feature of Mohenjo-Daro




COMING OF THE INDUS PEOPLE

their welfare, makes laws, appoints police or
watchmen to keep the peace and punishes wrong-
doers. It would seem, indeed, that the ordinary citi-
zen has little opportunity to assert his individuality
and that his way of life is ordered for hum by the

powers that be, Naram
admits that he is not
very well versed in
past history, but says
it is believed that at
“the dawn of time”
his race came over the

mountain passes of the Himalayas and conquered the
original inhabitants of the Indus Valley. This is
interesting hearing for the ancient books of the
Hindus relate how, in the wide plains of the north-
west, there are the ruins of the towns of the old
Serpent Race (the Nagabandis) who, ages before the
light-coloured Aryans set foot on Indian soil some
23



HOW DID THEY LIVE? - INDIA

1,500 years before the Birth of Christ, had driven
out the Bhils and the Kols and other tribes and built
their splendid towns, becoming famous for their
wealth and the beauty of their women.

V%‘ﬂhus we realize that we are now actually among
A& the remote ancestors of the very Naga race from
which, in later ages, is to spring the famous
Chandragupta, king of Pataliputra, and his even
more renowned grandson, Asoka, whose name and
fame are to be the grandest in India’s subsequent
history; for Asoka was the first king to rule the whole
land and he carved his laws upon stone pillars that
can be scen and read in parts of India to this day.
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Severely practical to the point

of bleakness, the hving-room of

a house in Mohenjo-Daro (left)

showed small sign of jnterior

decoration and had not a little

m common with 1ts counterpart
in Inda today (above)

Our meal ends with
a dish of mangoes and
other luscious fruits—
custard-apples, figs and
lichis—followed by
another visit to the
bathroom (most neces-
sary after eating man-
goes), and then Naram
leads us once more into
the courtyard and up a
brick-built flight of
steps to the flat roof
of his house. Here we
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Compared with their ofThand treatment of the human figure, the representation of
animaks by the Indus Valley artists i otartling in its precision. The upper of these
ferrteotta bulls (41 ins, in length) is notable for its bold and effective modelling.

arc introduced to his wife and children. ‘There is
no scclusion of women in Mohenjo-Dato and, as
far as we can sce, there is almost complete equality
between the sexcs.

We find the wife of our host a pleasant, homely
woman, whose dark complexion only adds to the
attractiveness of her features, especially when she
gives us a smile of welcome. She speaks in gentle,
well-modulated, musical tones and we are very soon
talking about the children—a subject entirely after
her own heart. We are glad of the opportunity of
making {riends with them because to make friends

26



NURSERY GAMES AND TOYS

with the young folk is to go a long way towards
understanding the grown-ups,

First of all we ask them about their toys and games.
Shyly one of the younger girls confesses that they
were playing “ Mothers and Fathers ” with minia-
ture pottery articles which—to our surprise—she
tells us that they make themselves out of clay,
getting the cook to bake them in his bread-oven.
The girls have dolls of wood or rag, the boys pottery
whistles and toy carts similar to those in daily use
in the town. They also play marbles. Babies have
rattles of brightly painted pottery, some of which

In striking contrast to the careful handling of the bulls opposite, this
bronze figurine of a dancing girl from Mohenjo-Dara (4} ins. in
height) scems crudely conceived.

27



HOW DID THEY LIVE? . INDIA

ate in the form of familiar animals. One of the older
children shows us a tiny bird-cage complete with a
bird “like the one mother has in the house.” We
listen, and hear the real bird singing in one of the
rooms below. Presently a model bull is produced,
who nods his head; and then, in final triumph, an
amusing figure with arms extended between two
strings which, as is vigotously demonstrated, can be
made to climb up or down the cords by working
them with the fingers.

Naram’s wife describes for us some of the games

i i i forated jar which was filled
Household pottery from Mohenjo-Daro including a ptgr rated Jar v e Yaht) and
i 1 and used as a heater (top centre), a leaf-patte
with charcosla a candlestick (bottom right).

28



Roughly turned on a wheel, much of the pottery was decorated 1n
black on red with such attractive designs as these, the leaf monf
being very popular,
that she and her husband (and other adults) play.
One, something like halma or draughts, is played
upon 2 board of twelve or more divisions with
little, round, pointed men of different colours which
are moved on the red or black squares. Somctimes
this game is played on squares roughly scratched
in the brick or mud of the floor. Dice are much used
for games of chance and some of the people reckon
game-cock and partridge fighting among the sports.
Music and dancing, apparently, are confined to
religious ceremonies, the music being little more

29






Rhinoceros (left) and tigers (centre and right) are among the ammals depicted

on the seals At the top of each of the impressions 1s scen that forceful, sharply

defined “‘*writing”, the meaning of which has remamned an impenetrable secret
for 4,000 years

stlver. Insuch vessels the women keep their precious
necklaces, rings and other jewellery which comprise
their wealth, these they wrap in cotton cloths and,
1n times of peril, bury them beneath the floor.

s there are still about two hours to sundown and
A darkness—thete is little or no twilight 1n thus
part of the wosld—our host suggests that we might
like to visit the Citadel and the great Bath-House
about which he has told us. So under his friendly
gutdance we are soon back in the High Street, with
the afternoon sun throwing long, slanting shadows
across our path. A few minutes walk brings us to
the Market Square, a large walled space with per-
manent stalls in rows down its aisles. Here a busy
scene and a picturesque one greets us as we make our
way among the crowd. The seller of grain is serving
his customers with their daily requirements from
his bowls of wheat, barley and spices, and from piled
baskets of rice and all the ingredients which are used
in the making of curry. These and other produce of
the surrounding countryside are being doled out 1n
small quantities. Farther along, the fruiterer’s shop
presents 2 feast of colour with its pyramids of
Juicy meclons, mangocs, jack-fruit and plantains,
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In one corner, in front of a ““ china shop ” as we
might call it, we come upon a potter industtiously
turning his pots. His wheel is a heavy board of
wood, pivoted in the centre, which he deftly spins
with one hand, at the same time controlling the wet
clay with the other. We stand and watch as he
throws a shapeless lump upon the wheel and presses
it together. Then, with a spin of the wheel, the clay
seems to waken to life and rise up beneath his sensi-
tive touch. Up it comes and then down he squeezes
it once more, to raise it again in a slightly different
shape. Presently his practised thumb thrusts its way
into the top, long thin fingers go inside, while his
hands cling round the whole mass—and immediately
the shape of the piece becomes apparent. With the
side of his hand he shapes the base and with the ball
of his thumb produces the incurved neck. Finally,
stopping the wheel, he gently removes the vessel
and one more is added to the row of pots ready
to be fired which stands beside him to dry in the
afternoon sun. Later he will bake them in his
brick oven and his wife and family will add the
decoration,

he noise of beaten metal next draws our atten-

tion to the shop of the coppersmith. The strong
sunlight gleams upon trays, lotahs and cups of
vatious shapes and sizes making their decorated
surfaces shine like red gold. The smith works
squatting behind his wares, hammeting away the
whole day long, and also makes bangles, needles,
pins and many other articles of daily use.

We do not see the weavers at work. Simple as
their looms are they require more space than the

32



o e e
as these indicate that she was 2 house~
hold deity held in high esteem.
matket place affords. But
we do see the cloth they
bave made, in rolls ready
for purchase — mostly col-
oured cottons and the fine
muslins for which the land
of India is famed, The
gossamer-like threads from
which these muslins are
woven can only be spun in
the cool of the motning of
evening and then only by
the young women, for they

fequire 3 steady, cool hand,

Thc butcher’s shop is not
Patticulaly inviting e
25 We pass jt quj

Practise thejy crafts
» Such a5 the toy sho

wood or modelled i, clay,
¢ 33
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HOW DID THEY LIVE? «INDIA

tiny replicas of things in cveryday use are cunningly
made for the children. Houschold utensils, models
of bullock-carts, of dogs, oxcn, birds in cages, dice,
rattles, marbles and scales (like the shopmen use)—
all are here, with many another that children the ages
through have loved to play with. Of course, this
shop is a great attraction to the little, all but naked
youngsters, but cven more are clustering about the
sweetmeat stall farther down the same row. Here,
in a pan heated over a low fire, puffed corn and
parched wheat are made—delicacies which the older
citizens like as well as the younger ones. We try
some oursclves (so, incidentally, docs Natam!)—and
they are good. Several kinds ot sweets are made
from crushed sugar cane, and remarkably sticky
candy and toffec arc other delights of the children
who carry them away in little cups fashioned from
the large leaves of some tree.

requently during our long voyage to Mohenjo-
FDaro, and cspecially throughout this fascinating
day that is now drawing to its close, we have thought
of that strange little object which first sent us forth on
our travels. Despite the countless wondesful things
that, onc after another, have claimed our interest,
we have contrived to keep a look-out from the
corner of our eye for any companions (?f that
enigmatic seal reputed to have come from this land,
so far in vain. Now we ask Naram outright. He
listens attentively, as is his way, then smiles broadly
and motions us to follow him to yet another booth.
Displayed here ate a large assortment of beads for

necklaces, bangles, brooches and nosc—rin.gs and—
yes, there they arel—a collection of the little seals.
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Represented in this seal-
Impression (right) is a
orned, 3 fa f

whose  peculiar seated
posture and attendant
elephant, tiger, rhino-
ceros and buffalo suggest
a forerunner of the great
Hindu pod Siva, Prince
of Yopis and Lord of

DBeasts (below)

symbol among the Indus Valley people, the sacred
snake—among the Hindus, the hooded cobra, stil)
scen on stone tablets at wayside shrines in India
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HOW DID THEY LIVE? - INDIA

Impatiently we wait while our friend asks—and
then receives—permission for us to handle and
examine some of them, They are of various sizes,
the biggest about two inches across, and, like the
one In Sumer, most are splendidly engraved wich
brilliant  rcpresentations  of animals—clephants,
rhinoceros, tigers and different breeds of cattle are
among those we recognize. Above these beasts we
notice in cach case a linc of curiously shaped
characters which we can only assume to be some
form of writing. We¢ remember sceing similar
“ lettering 7 carlier in the afternoon on some of the
things in the shops. Naram confirms our guess and
doces his best to explain what the mysterious charac-
ters mean, but try as we will we cannot even begin
to understand him. Nor need we be ashamed of our
denseness, for this is the puzzle that is to remain
unsolved for 4,000 vears and maybe much longer
than that.

put we do grasp onc important fact—that these
B small tablets also serve the purpose of amulets
which, since they are carried about by everybody, are
thought to protect their owners from the spirits. and
coblins and the ““evil-eye ™ in which all believe.
But it scems that these spirits and goblins are not
the Indus Valley people’s only gods. Their chief
deitics are the Earth-God, giver and maintainer of
life, and his consort the Earth-Goddess. Th‘e
Earth-God is worshipped under the form of his
emblem, the Serpent Shesh, Though they do not, of
course, know it, this Earth-God is the early form Qf
Siva, onc of the great Hindu gods whose symbol is
the hooded Cobra. For thousands of years the
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No doubt locally grown cotton was used by the people of Mohenjo-

Daro to weave the material for therr clothing, and dyers® troughs like

these are a sign that the colounng of textiles was probably an industry
of some importance.

people of India have preserved this primitive belief
in the Earth-God and his symbol and, far away in
Southern India, stones carved in the shape of the
sacred Cobra and sct by the wayside shrines can be
seen to this day.
But we must not linger 1n the market lest night
falls before we reach the Bath-House. Itis only a
short way farther on and indeed we are not sorry to
leave the bustle, noisc and smells for the quieter and
less oppressive streets beyond. Turning left into
one of the cross-lanes, we presently ascend a broad
flight of steps and find ourselves upon an extensive
rased platform, or artificial hill, which forms the
Citadel and Civic Centre, as it were, of Mohenjo-
Daro, some thirty feet above the houses and shops
of the Lower City that we have just left. Here
we first explore the ceremonial Bathing Place,
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ird v the Great Bath at Mohenjo-Daro stood the City Granary. a4 midssive
ilding ut burnt brick with a wooden superstructure When it was brought to heht
1930 the woodwork had long since perished. buat the 25 {6 brick base was

preserved

iy

AT g
Tl



Below the maln laadimz platform at one end «f (he granary {abeve) be the
recens into which ballack wazone muct have tacked (s discharye fhole grale
storehourse is fitted with sentilation shafts {top kefl) (o keep bty

tondition for sHme time
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This is a big oblong building which we enter by a
wide cloister-like passage with doorways at intervals
in the inner wall. Passing through one of these we
come to a paved walk about fifteen feet wide and
Cxtcnding all the way round a huge sunken bath.
It 1s not being used at the moment, so by peering
down through the clear water, we can see that the
whole bath is lined with closely-fitted bricks and
that at each end, leading down to the water, is a
stairway with wooden treads. At both ends, also,
we notice plat{forms across the bath to mark off strips
of shallow water for the young.

<he water itsclf, Naram says, is supplied from a

deep well adjoining the Bath-House and the bath
can be emptied through a small outlet in one corner.
Thence the water flows into a channel in which a man
can stand upright and so away into the main
drainage system of the town. Leaving this spectacu-
lar bath, which is only used for ritual purification,
we go into an adjacent passage which has thick
walls and, at intervals, eight narrow doorways, four
on cach side. Without sceming inquisitive, we
cannot, of course, sec inside these, but Naram tells
us that here live the officiating priests who attend
the purification ceremonies held at certzfin times i.n
the great bath outside. Each of these‘ priests has his
own private bathroom for daily ablutions and ab.ovc
this is the cell in which he lives, reached by a flight
of stairs. .

Our way back from the Bath—Hous? he§ through a
neighbouring street where out attention is dra?vn. to
a large, well-built and seemingly very old bu{ldlng
which occupies the whole of one block. It is the
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Eudence of Mohenjo-Daro’s well-
planned drainage system  Vvater from
the Great Bath could be emptied
through an outlet at one corner whence
it was carried anay through & brick-
built channel wath corbelled roof
enough for a man to stand in




HOW DID THEY LIVE? INDIA

This is a big oblong building which we enter by a
wide cloister-like passage with doorways at intervals
in the inner wall, Passing through one of these we
come to a paved walk about fifteen feet wide and
extending all the way round a huge sunken bath.
It is not being used at the moment, so by peering
down through the clear water, we can see that the
whole bath is lined with closely-fitted bricks and
that at cach end, leading down to the water, is a
stairway with wooden treads. At both ends, also,
we notice platforms across the bath to mark off strips
of shallow water for the young.

<he water itself, Naram says, is supplied from a

deep well adjoining the Bath-House and the bath
can be emptied through a small outlet in one corner.
Thence the water flows into a channel in which a man
can stand upright and so away into the main
drainage system of the town. Leaving this spectacu-
lar bath, which is only used for ritual purification,
we go into an adjacent passage which has thick
walls and, at intervals, eight narrow doorways, four
on each side. Without seeming inquisitive, we
cannot, of course, see inside these, but Naram tells
us that hete live the officiating priests who attend
the purification ceremonies held at ccrt;%in times i.n
the great bath outside. Each of these priests has his
own private bathroom for daily ablutions and ab'ove
this is the cell in which he lives, reached by a flight
of stairs. .

Out way back from the Bath-House lies through a
neighbouring street where our attentton 1s draj\vnh to
a large, well-built and seemingly very old bul.ldlng
which occupies the whole of one block. It is the
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The water which the citizens of Mohenjo-Daro put to such good use
came mainly from public wells ; some private houses had their own.

residence of the Governor and the administrative
offices of the town. T'o Mohenjo-Daro it is what the
Mansion House is to London. Its chief feature is a
big pillared-hall used for conferences and other
functions. Not far from this Government House is
the premier shrine of the city’s gods, hardly to be
distinguished from the outside from an ordinary
dwelling house, except that it is raised upon a slight
eminence. Here we may not enter, but upon the
altars within are the images of the Earth-God and
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presen-
India that must closely parallel the everyday Iife of the Ipdns Valiev
countrypeople.
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NIGHTFALL IN MOHENJO-DARO

of the Mother Goddess who protects the home and
the town, In the courtyard of this holy building,
guarded by a brick wall, grows the sacred Pipal
Tree (the Sacred Fig) whose leaves shake like the
aspen poplar and for that reason are belicved to be
the abode of spirits.

In a quarter of an hour now it will be dark, so we
turn our steps homeward, passing as we go certain
houses, situated at the corners of streets, which are
places of refreshment—the inns of the time, They
have larger rooms than the ordinary dwelling and in
cach of them is one room paved with bricks where
tall pottery jars of liquor stand—probably “ toddy ”
which is drawn from the succulent shoots of the palm
tree. Already, we see, some of the townsmen are
making their way to these centres of gossip and
companionship.
ﬁthc sun goes down and the air begins to szl

chilly, we reach the house of our friend 228 £22

they rise and go to rest with the sun, like e 232
Happy in the company of Naram and 5 === %=
enjoy another welcome meal—this tim= ¢ e~
pattis (which are something like sTe=r semci=s
fried in clarified butter) and froit. Tre we 2z
shown to our room and, having takez cor m=Ce
its pottery candlestick, we say “ Gzed
our host and hostess. A pile of rezzs
floor makes a2 much more comforzb’s Zef T2am w2
c?uld have expected and we drop 65 ¢ sieer 2 =
time—though not before we have dorctad =
our hand a small, square, flantish oZecr oo e
surface we can feel the outline of 2o Eezzze,

jir Sesg}
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Aneriag, 38, 47
Animals, clay models, 23,
26, 28
~———, ehgraved on seids, 3,
a0 -1
Architecture, see Building
Arl, bronse figute, 27
-, carved statuette, 15
-— - Lengraving of seals, 30
----- . madelling, 23, 26, 33
(see also Poltery)
Asokia, King, 24
Asces, 14
Bary Hoesy, the Great, 10,
19,36 7,42, 43
Bathrooms, 17
Beards, wearing of, 14, 15
Beds, 47
Bhils  (catly
tribe), 24
Boats, 4, 8-9, 12
Bracelets, 12
Bricks, 15 (see also viarious
tHastrations)
Bronsc, 27, 31
Buddhist shrine, 10, 19, 46
Building, city granary, 40-1
~——~, Great Bath House, 19,
36-7, 43
-, houses, 11, 20-1, 22
-~ public wells, 44
Bullock-carts, H, 14, 17
Button, 13
CANDLESTICK, 28
Carving, 15
Chandragupta, King of Pat-
aliputea, 24
Citadel, air view, 10
——, before and after ex-
cavation, 19
——, Buddhist shrine, 46
~—, deseription, 31
Clay models, 23, 26, 33
Cobra, symbol of Siva, 35,

Indus  Valley

Combs, 13, 14
Coppersmiths, 32
Cosmectics, 14
Cotton, 33, 39
Council of elected
scntatives, 20
Crafls, 32
Dancing, 29
Dancing girl (bronze figur-
ine), 27
Dice, 29
Dl;;linagc system, 18, 22, 42,
3

repre-

Draughts, 29

Dress, buttons, 13

—, men’s, 14

, women’'s, 13, 14
Dyers’ troughs, 39
EbpucaTion, 30

Egypt, trade with Ormuz, 7

Hlustrations on pages 3, 1 1-15, 20(bottom), 21 {(boxtom), 23, 27, 28, 30-33,
Archacological Dept. of the Indian Govt., New Delhi. Those on pages 22, 2
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Ewer, 28
Foon, chowpattis, 47
~-eurry, 18
-~ fruit, 23, 31
- -, grain and spices, 31
e, AT, 33
——— SWECLS, 34
Fruit, 25, 31
Furnishing of houses, 17
Ganvts, 27,29
Gods, Earth God, 35, 38
-, Mother Goddess, 33
——, shrine of Earth God,
44
—, Siva, 35, 38
Government, 20
Governor's residence, 42
Granary, City, 10, 40-1
Hamrmns, 13, 14
Hair-styles, 14, 15
Heater (charcoal), 28
Hooded cobra, 35, 38
Houses, description, 12, 15
——, intcrior, 17, 24-5
——, ruins, 11, 20-1
——, water chutes, 22
Inpus, River, 5, 8
Inns, 47
JEWELLERY, 12, 14, 31
Kors (early Indus Valley
tribe), 24
I.avouT of Mohenjo-Daro,
10, 11, 12, 14, 19, 20, 21
Mar (Sumer to Indus Val-
ley), 6
Meat, 33
Mohenjo-Daro, design of
city, 12, 14
——, form of government,
20, 23
——, position, 10, 11
, trade with Sumer, 4
(sce also Architecture, Art,
Building, etc., and
Map, p. 6)
Music, 29
Muslins, 33
NAGABANDIS (the Serpent
Race), 23
Naga people, 24
Necklaces, 12, 14
OCHRE, red, 7, 30
Ormuz, Portuguese fort at, 5
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Ormugz, trade with, 5, 7
(see also map, p. 6)
Pariai dogs, 23
Persia, trade with India, 5
Persian Gulf, 5, 6
Pipal Tree, 47
Portuguese fort at Ormuz, 5
Pottery, animals, 23, 26
—~—, domestic utensils, 17,
28, 30, 45, 47
, decoration of, 29, 30
—~——, potter's shop, Frontis-
piece, 32
—— -, 10ys, 27
Priest, statuette of, 15
Priests, college, 10
. dwellings, 42
Purification ritual, 42
RaciaL history, 23
Reed matting, for bedding,
47

—— ——, for flooring, 16,
17

Reeds for boat-building, 4
Religion, belief in spirits,
38, 47
——, gods, 33, 35, 38, 44
Rings, ear, 14
——-, ROSe, 14
SACRED fig tree, 47
Sculpture, 15
Seals, as amulets, 38, 47
-, examples, 3, 30-1
——, Sumerian, 4
Sca of the Rising Sun, see
map, p. 6
Serpent  Race,
bandis
Serpent-symbols, 35, 38
Sind (Pakistan), S
Siva (Hindu god), 35, 38
Streets, description, 12, 14
——, illustrations, 10, 11,
19, 20, 21, 22
Sugar-canc, 34
Sumerian seals, 4
Sweets, 34
TEXTILES, see Weaving
Toddy, 47
Toilet accessories, 13, 14
Town-planning, see Layout
Toys, 23, 27, 33
Transport, 14
UR, see map, p. 6
Utensils, domestic, 17, 28,
30, 45, 47
WaTCHMAN (doorkeeper), 16
Water, in houses, 18
—, wells, 20, 44, 45 (see
also Bath House and
Drainage)
Weaving, 32, 39
Wells, 20, 44, 45
Women, status of, 26
Writing, 31, 38

see Naga-
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